
 

 
 
Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

transdisciplinary theme - Where we are in place and time  
Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the 
discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationship between and 
the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global 
perspectives.  
 

● central idea 

Exploration and migration can be influenced by new discoveries. 

 

Summative assessment task(s): 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central 
idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

 

The summative assessment task will be for students to choose between two 
projects: 1. Take on a character and research which part of the westward expansion 
their character was involved in.  They will create a Journal Entry describing why they 
are migrating, hardships they have faced, what life is like once they get there, how 
their life has changed, etc.  2. Make a life size character map of their westward 
expansion character. Students will have to explain how their character felt about their 
choices, their perspective on the choices that they made, what they saw on their 
journey, where they went on their journey,  what they did on their journey and a 
real-life quote from their character 

 

Class/grade: 5th Age group: 10-11 

School: Mountainview School code: 

Teacher(s): Aars, Norman 

Date: January 7th-February 21st, 2020 

Proposed duration:  6 weeks 
 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, 
responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

Causation Change Connection 

Related concepts:  patterning; growth;  relationships 

 

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 
 

● Patterns of migration and nature 

● Expansion and migration leads to growth 

● Expansion affects relationships  

What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 
 
The students will watch the Youtube video on human migration (Graphic Migration) and 
Migration into Space: 
https://www.space.com/41975-nasa-space-videos-celebrate-60th-anniversary.html The 
students will write about what they see, what is taking place, and any other 
observations.Students will be required to generate two higher level questions about the 
videos.  They will compare the two videos.  This will be placed on a KWL chart. 
 
What are the consequences of human migration? 
How do geographical features influence movement and adaptation? 
 

https://www.space.com/41975-nasa-space-videos-celebrate-60th-anniversary.html


3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What 
evidence will we look for? 

● Discuss and discover the answers to their questions about the provocation videos.  

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines 
of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

 

● Various reflections and journal entries throughout the planner. 

● The students will create a model of the Solar System and explain the Sun’s role.  

● Students will create a timeline of events covering Westward Expansion. . 

● Students will read various articles and answer comprehension questions based on the 
information read.  

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the 
students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions? 

● Reading/Language –Achieve 3000 articles over Westward Expansion  
● ReadWorks Articles over Westward Expansion–Westward Expansion Timeline, Trail of 

Tears, Manifest Destiny, Gold Rush.  
● Science – Videos and Discussions over Weather/Climate and the Solar System 
● American Progress painting – The students will study the American Progress painting 

and determine what the painting is expressing.  
● Students will be researching about global migration and how it compares to the migration 

in the US. 
● Students will sort vocabulary pertaining to the  Gold Rush and Trail of Tears. 
● Students will watch BrainPop videos about Westward Expansion, Trail of Tears, Gold 

Rush, American Indians, Lewis and Clark, and the Railroad.  
● Students will play Oregon Trail, a simulation game. 
● Students will work in groups to create a model of the solar system.  
● Read “Voices in the Park” to show students how one incident can have different 

perspectives based on who was there and discuss the meaning of the word 
“perspective” 

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of 
the attributes of the learner profile? 

Transdisciplinary Skills: 

● Thinking Skills/acquisition of knowledge  
● Communication/writing – The students will write their reflections and journal entries. 
● Research skills/recording data – The students will gather data based upon their research 

on westward expansion. 
● Social Skills- Students will present their Character Trait Map or Journal entry to the 

class.  

 

Learner Profile 

Communicator 

Open-Minded 

Reflective 

 

Attitudes 

Appreciation 

Integrity 

 
  

 



5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/westwardexpansion/  

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/trailoftears/  

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/goldrush/  

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/americanindians/  

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/lewisandclark/  

Crash Course Kids Video over Solar System and Weather/Climate 

https://www.kwtx.com/content/news/364492261.html 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community to used to facilitate the inquiry?  

Students will watch KWTX Fast Cast each day.  

We will use sunlight to study how all life on Earth comes from the sun.  

 

 

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/westwardexpansion/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/trailoftears/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/goldrush/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/americanindians/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/lewisandclark/
https://www.kwtx.com/content/news/364492261.html


6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the 
central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry 
should be included. 

● central idea 

Exploration and migration can be influenced by new discoveries. 

 

The summative assessment task will be for students to choose between two projects: 1. 
Take on a character and research which part of the Westward Expansion their character 
was involved in.  They will create a journal entry describing why they are migrating, 
hardships they have faced, what life is like once they get there, how their life has 
changed, etc.  2. Make a life size character map of their Westward Expansion character. 
Students will have to explain how their character felt about their choices, their 
perspective on the choices that they made, what they saw on their journey, where they 
went on their journey,  what they did on their journey and a real-life quote from their 
character 

 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate 
picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the 
transdisciplinary theme?  

 

transdisciplinary theme - Where we are in place and time  
Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the 
discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationship between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.  
 

● central idea 

Exploration and migration can be influenced by new discoveries. 

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to 
learn?” 

 

Causation -  

Change -  

Connection- 

 

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills? 

Transdisciplinary Skills  

Thinking Skills/acquisition of knowledge -  

Communication/writing – 

Research skills/recording data –  

Social Skills- 

 

● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

Learner Profile 

Communicator- 

Open-Minded-  

Reflective-  

 

Attitudes 

Appreciation-  

Integrity-  

In each case, explain your selection.  

 



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that 
were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and highlight 
the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.  

 
 
How do geographical features influence movement and adaptation? 
 
 
 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to 
reflect, to choose and to act. 

 

9.  Teacher notes 

 

Social Studies: 

Processing:  24A, 24C, 24D, 25C 

Readiness: 4B, 4D, 8A 

Supporting: 4A, 4C, 4G, 5C, 7D, 17B, 19B, 19C, 23C 

 

Science:  
 
Processing:  5.2C, 5.2D, 5.2G, 5.4A,  5.3C, 

Readiness: 5.8C 

Supporting: 5.8A, 5.8B,4.8A,4.8B  5.8D,4.8C,3.8D 

 

ELAR TEKS:  

5.1BD; 5.2A, 5.2Ai, 5.2Aiv, 5.2B, 5.2Bii, 5.2Bv, 5.2Bvi; 5.3C; 5.6BCEFGH; 
5.7BCDEG; 5.8ABCD, 5.9CD, 5.9Di, 5.9Dii, 5.9Diii, 5.9F; 5.10ABCDEF; 5.11AB, 
5.11Bi, 5.11Bii, 5.11CD, 5.11Dx, 5.11Dxi, 5.11E; 5.12AB; 5.13ABCDEH 

  

Math TEKS:  

5.1ABCDEFG, 5.4BCDEFGH, 5.5A, 5.6AB, 5.7A, 5.8ABC  
 

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2011 


